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EX.‘C_IA_BOSSMCCOne’Now etiI'Ed,""
Keeps His Eye on the Sp

By Kevin Howe
Herald Staff Writer

While 38 nations operate major inter-
national intelligence-gathering- serv-
ices, only two — the United States and

" West Germany — admit to it.

And while the public image of the
intelligence agent was formed years
ago by the glamorous James Bond nov-
els and movies, the main work of in-
telligence groups is pretty dull, though
vital, stuff.

John A. McCone of Pebble Beachisin -

a position to know. He served as direc-
tor of the U.S. Central Intelligence
Agency from 1961 to 1965, under Presi-
dents Kennedy and Johnson.

) Highest Award .
Though retired, he still keeps “in

~ constant touch” with the CIA and last
Saturday received what may be the |

highest accolade given anyone in the .
espionage business, the William "J.
Donovan Award, named for Gen. “Wild
‘Bill” 'Donovan, founder of the CIA’s -

predecessor, the Office of Strategic

‘Services (0SS) of World War II fame.
'The Donovan Award has been given-
‘14 times since’ World War II. British

Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher

was the prior recipient, and the award
is made by a 1$member committee of
the OSS Association, by unanimous.
voteonly. - ‘

McCone was honored for his contri-
bution to the introduction of "tech-
nological advances in intelligence gath-
ering, but he said, in an interview
Wednesday, that it was probably as

much in recognition of his long service K

to the intelligence community.

He sees the CIA and other govern-
ment intelligence services as coming
out from under a cloud cast over them

* by public controversy that began in the

Nixon administration. The cloud ap-
pears to be subsiding, and, according to
McCone, that's a good thing.

. - Political Purposes-

“I attribute the great majority of
criticism of the CIA and the intellj-
gence community to political pur-
poses,” he said, ‘‘and I think some ele-
ments in Congress felt that in raising
the issue of foreign intelligence oper-.
ations, they could generate a great po- -

litical issue, and indeed, they gave the
intelligence community a bad time for
two or three years, and in doing so very
seriously

“It seems to have passed now.” .

. McCone said he feels public, press
and Congress have come to realize that

~ the United States’ leaders must have
the benefit of ““the very special knowl-
edge” available through the CIA and
other agencies “to make decisions for
the national security.” -

_ He commented that while the United
| ning spy networks, the rest won't even
l identify their services by name, and the

Soviet Union, which “has the most ex-

tensive intelligence service in the
. world,” won’t admit that its KGB spies
! on anybody. - '
| But the people in the business, he
~ said, know all about it, “and that’s the

facts of life.”

telligence-gathering effectively, he
said, and it’s used not only at the inter-
' national level, but down at the local law
enforcement level as well.
Guidelines Controversial

Attempts to draft guidelines for oper-
ating the CIA have been controversial,
he said, though Attorney General Wil-

liam French Smith said at the ‘awards"
dinner in San Francisco Saturday that!
the Reagan administration is planning :

to present guidelines that should work.

* While there is not a great deal of,
curiosity on the part of government of--

ficials about CIA operations and proce-
dures, he said, the Freedom of Infor-

affected the ‘national

States and West Germany admit to run-

Secrecy is necessary to operate in-

y Business -

Sources of Information

Information from satellite photo-
graphs, publications, intercepted mes-
sages, agricultural and educational re-
ports, reports of eyewitnesses, all goes'
into the mill and is processed by a
small army of specialists at CIA head-
quarters in Langley, Va., he said..
- Involved are “men of the highest in-
tellectual standards of every possible
discipline,” he said, “historians, ling-
_uists in many languages, persons famil-
iar with the intimate "geography of
countries, mathematicians . , .” - .
Not .only the military capability of -

- nations, but their economic, manufac-

‘turing, educational and agricultural po-

- tentials are under study he said.

“But that’s not very sexy,” McCone
remarked.© - -
Commenting on recent-events in the
news, he noted that the United States
“had no alternative but to support Brit-
ain” in the Falkiand Islands crisis,
‘since ““failing to do 80 would mean that
we wouldn’t support the U.N., who in-
dicted the Argentines as aggressors.”

He said heavy ship losses by the Brit-
ish fleet in that action will probably
mean a lot of rethinking about the fu-
ture of surface ships in naval warfare.

Thqugh McCone, who headed the Cal-
ifornia Shipbuilding Corp. during World
War II, added that every nation lost
gundreds of ships of all kinds in thoge

ays. . - . S

; mation Act, “which I think is one of the .

| most unfortunate pieces of legislation
ever put on the books,” give “the in-
quisitive, the curious and the enemies

of this country” an opportunity to -
probe into sensitive knowledge that de-

serves to be carefully guarded.

But the CIA isn’t men in trencheoats
“‘with switchblades in dark alleys, and
beautiful women,” he said. ‘“What is
not understood is the very, very great
importance of the analytical side of the
intelligence effort; the ability to take a
mass of information from a variety of
sources . . . putting it together in an
analysis, collating, interpreting, -and
arriving at an estimate of what it
means to national security.”

= = Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/03/02 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100060031-3




